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Argument:

It states in Saheeh Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 54, Number 495:

Narrated Abu Said Al-Khudri:

The Prophet said, "If while you are praying, somebody intends to pass in front of you, prevent

him; and should he insist, prevent him again; and if he insists again, fight with him, because
such a person is (like) a devil."

How could this hadith be calling for violence during Salah?! Also, how would this hadeeth be
implemented in a place such as Masjid al-Haram where everyone is walking in front of the
other?!

Response:

The general meaning of this hadeeth is that if one is praying and someone tries to pass between
him and the sutrah, the person praying ought to gently prevent the person from passing. If the
person insists, he should gently try to prevent that person from passing once again. If the person
still insists, then the person praying should push back forcefully against this person who is doing
the work of shaytaan in trying to distract the person from his prayer.t

The word used for "fight™ here does not necessarily signify picking up a weapon to fight or
beating the person violently by kicking and punching him, for "fighting" could refer to any
dispute.? In this particular context, it means to push back forcefully.® This is also since the person

1 As-San’aani in Subul as-Salaam stated:

G Gyl e lapill Ladl 33) ) g e AV 4y Lead) o iy sl 30l ) 8 lantl) b alad ol dled (lland sa Laild Al 8 8
Ay G 4iid g sl 33a alud) &

2 Attiyah bin Muhammad Salim, in his commentary on Buloogh al-Maraam, said:
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3 Imam an-Nawawi, in his commentary on Saheeh Muslim, said that it means to push: aix I, =, Attiyah bin
Muhammad Salim in his commentary on Buloogh al-Maraam said that it means a forceful push: 4z ;e 4l
sl i saai 45 )k while Ton Hajar in his Fathul Bari said it means a gentle push and not actual fighting, for
fighting the devil is done by seeking refuge in Allah: i) GUasill dlitie Y JB JUidl) diia Y dadalll dadlaall abiligs 4l 53 3 yall
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cannot make so many moves, which would invalidate his prayer.* He needs to remain in his
praying posture and to do so would restrict him from fighting in that kind of sense.

As for the issue of Masjid al-Haram, scholars had said that this is an exceptional case due to the
overcrowding.® The Prophet (peace be upon him) was clearly referring to an ill-intentioned
person in this hadith when he gave the advice that he did. He did not have in mind exceptional
problematic circumstances such as the case of Masjid al-Haram and the overcrowding problem
that exists there today.

Hence, the claim that this hadith promotes "violence" is simply ludicrous.

praying first pushes gently, and if the person still insists to pass in front him, then the person praying may push back
more forcefully: caially 4xés leadll GIS tinall o o8 aiall 5l (8 Jerins 138 5 a83 ¢ 50l Muhammad Shams al-Haqq
'Abaadi in his commentary on Sunan Abu Dawud, entitled 'Awn al-Ma'bood, stated that the push is forceful:
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4 Imam an-Nawawi in his commentary on Saheeh Muslim cites Qadi 'lyaadh as saying:
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5 Refer to Sheikh Salih al-Munajjid's fatwa over here, and read from, "A number of scholars made an exception in
the case..." onward.


http://www.islamqa.info/en/96912

